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Here in Sherbrooke, we are enjoying the beautiful, sunny and cool last couple of weeks of spring. Summer
officially begins here on June 20. The sisters have started planting flowering plants, and the vegetable seeds are in
the process of germination to ready them for planting. Everything around is turning into green. Some early spring
flowers are now being replaced by early summer blooms. What consolation in the midst of the on - going pandemic
threat. Spring and summer point to new and vibrant life, and hopefully the end of this long pandemic.
Covid-19 2021 – Sherbrooke was in Red zone at the beginning of the New Year. Which means the chapel was
closed to the public for two months. We were blessed to have a priest who volunteered to come, with the blessing
of our good Bishop, to celebrate Eucharist for the community.
In February, even when still in red zone, the community decided to open the chapel for adoration from 10 a.m to 5
p.m. in response to the request of the faithful who were not permitted to come to celebrate Eucharist.with us.
On March 8, we were able to receive the people again
for Mass with a limited number. It was a blessing to
celebrate most of Lent, Easter Triduum and Easter
Sunday with the people, because last year, there was
complete lockdown.
There is reason to hope, of course. All of us have
already received our first dose of vaccine, and by
early September, everyone will have received the
second dose. And since Monday, May 31, feast of the
visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, I feel God has visited
us also. Most parts of the Region of Estrie where
Sherbrooke belongs turned from red zone (highest
alert) to orange zone. That means there are
modifications in the restrictions set by the
government. We can now receive more people in the
The generalate community on Easter Sunday 2021
chapel The Curfew was lifted in the whole province
of Quebec, and hopefully in a week’s time, we will turn to
yellow. Almost normal… After over a year of see-sawing from
zone Orange to Red!!!
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Goodbye –

Two of our sisters attached to the Generalate community died early this year: Sr. Laurence Bérubé died on
February 9, and Sr. Raymonde Paquet on April 26. In spite of the restrictions caused by the pandemic, we were
able to celebrate the Funeral mass in our Chapel. On May 3, the day of the funeral of Sr. Raymonde, the body of
Sr. Laurence- which was kept during winter - was also buried along with her in our cemetery located at the back of
the Chapel.
General Council – As to this writing, the two general assistants, Sisters Maria Vu Thi Hue and Abgair dos Santos
Moreira are still unable to return. Sr. Maria Hue whose visa and temporary permit to stay expires in the first week
of October, is in the process of renewing her visa in Vietnam. We hope that with the improvement of the Covid
situation, they will be able to return soon.
Sr. Claire Duchesne who resigned from the General Council because of health reasons, is doing well and continues
to assist through translations.
We will have our first attempt of an on-line Amplified General Council this coming July. Please pray for this
intention.
On-going formation – We continue to do our weekly on-going formation. Beginning in January, we had weekly
sharing on the latest Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti. And in preparation for the 150th anniversary
of the Approbation of the Congregation on July 21, we began to meet, beginning in May every Monday at 9 a.m.,
to re-read, reflect on and deepen our knowledge of the Congregation, our founder and Mother Marguerite. The
sisters also work in groups and use their creativity to share their reflections in their sharing.

remember the wonders of the Lord, the courage of the
founding Sisters and the benevolence of a religious of
the Blessed Sacrament, Father Arthur Letellier of StJust, superior in New York who facilitated this
foundation.

Quebec
Foundation of the Cénacle Saint Joseph in Quebec
1921 - 2021

During the canonical visit of Sr Marie Adolphine,
Superior General, it was decided to speed up the
process to obtain the consent of Bishop Louis-

In this centenary year of the small community of rue
Fleurie, in the lower town of Quebec, it is good to
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Nazaire Bégin, Archbishop of Quebec. This consent
was granted in writing on November 19, 1920.

The long history of Quebec deserves more than a
reminder of a few events. I would like to tell you
about its development through the courage of those
who worked in the shadows so that the mission
desired by the founder - Saint Pierre-Julien Eymard would spread over all continents.
Can we assume that a few American vocations and an
Australian was the trigger? The war is over, 14 young
novices give hope.

As soon as the lease was signed for the rental of a
small house at 111 rue Fleurie, the five designated
Sisters moved in early enough for the first celebration
of the Eucharist on Christmas Day 1920. Present
were:
Sr Marie Félicité Cournoyer, Superior, who was only
34 years old; Sr Marie Virginie Boulay, bursar,
young perpetual professed 27 years old; Sr Marie
Paule Bélanger and Sr Madeleine Forget. Sr Marie
Laurence Empereur, of French nationality, joined
them on January 10, 1921. She was the eldest, 18641949. There is not enough space in this short article
to relate the steps taken to obtain the rental of two
other adjacent houses to accommodate a community
of 12 professed sisters.

Foundations
1947, a foundation in Waterville, Maine - 1948, in
Edmundston, N.B.
1950 great departure of 6 Canadian professed with Sr
Mary Leonard, Australian.
Sr. Berthe Fortier is superior and will be responsible
for formation until the general chapter in Paris in
1962 where she will be elected superior general.
1954 - Opening of the cenacle of St-Jean-surRichelieu,
1960 - New Brunswick welcomes the Servants to
Bathurst.
1964 - two Canadians leave: Sr Jeanne d 'Arc Bureau
and Sr Nicole Rochette for the foundation in Quezon
City, Philippines.
Some young Filippina novices,
already in formation in Melbourne, under the
direction of Sr. Mary Leonard, will join them.

Inauguration of the Cenacle of Saint Joseph
It was not until July 15 that it was possible to
welcome 7 young sisters with annual vows: Sr
Meliause Hébert, known as Sr Marie Antoine, Sr
Marie Albertine Gravel, Sr Marie Félix Rainville, Sr
Marie Alexis Bouchard, Sr Marie Irène Gosselin, Sr
Joseph Marie, Martine Fortin, and Sr Germaine Marie
Caron. The latter made her vows on May 26 : she
was only 23 years old.

Despite the decline, the lack of young professed,
small groups wanted to carry the Eucharistic flame to
Matane in 1974, to Ottawa and Moncton, N.B. in
1977.

The inauguration of the temporary cenacle was held
on July 16 1921, with the chapel open to the public.
Novitiate in Quebec

It would be unfair to omit the recent foundations by
our courageous sisters who went in 2000 to Maputo,
Mozambique : Sr Dolorès Soucy and Sr Janine
Bourque, Canadian; and Sr Mathilde Pelosi,
Brazilian.

The large convent at 1175 - 18th Street which became
the novitiate, opened on April 25, 1931. Without
trying to cover everything, it seems that 154 young
girls completed the two years of the novitiate before
continuing their formation in the cenacle of
Chicoutimi. Over many years, aspirants presented
themselves regularly, but it seems that as early as
1968, the entries were becoming more rare.

Finally in 2005, in Pointe-Noire in Congo where Sr
Dolorès gave her heart and her health to
this project supported by our valiant sisters in
Vietnam. Congolese vocations
give hope that the seed sown will rise.

From 1968 to 1988, nearly 20 candidates presented
themselves, either for an internship or a time of
discernment of a second call. Only three candidates
persevered until perpetual vows.

These are the reasons for my wonder, for my
gratitude for what the Lord did through my Sisters
who, for the most part, received their formation in
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Quebec. They carried the Eucharistic flame, the
heritage of Saint Pierre-Julien Eymard in our country
and on other continents.

We offer Sister Marie-Therese
sympathies.

our deepest

May 27 - Our dear Sister Thérèse Pelchat was
hospitalized for kidney problems. We wish her a
complete and speedy recovery.

One hundred years already
To you Lord, our thanksgiving.
You led us in love
Towards our destiny.

On this day of DECONFINEMENT, we wish
everyone a pleasant summer season,

Dark mystery that transfigures
Today like a seed.
The grain that dies will be born again for

Cenacle of Christ the King - Edmundston, N.-B.

eternity.

Summer returns, clothing nature with its beauty…Let
us praise God, our Creator for so many of these
wonders!

Sr. Chritine Lapointe, Quebec, May 16, 2021
For her part, Sister Thérèse Couture shared some
brief news with us:

We begin with the testimony of gratitude from the
Church of Chicoutimi when our sisters left the city
last December, a departure, that we Canadian sisters,
deeply regret. Here is an excerpt from an article that
appeared in the newspaper «Le Quotidien» of
Chicoutimi, written by Father Jean Gagné. This priest
tells us of the appreciation of the Diocese for the 117
years of Eucharistic Life in the heart of this city that
will mark this population forever. We, the Canadian
SSS think that this testimony will be of interest to all
the sisters of the congregation.

Easter - We had the advantage of participating in the
Mass for the Resurrection of the Lord celebrated by
Father Germain Grenon in the chapel of the Foyer de
Charité on the Island of Orleans. And this, thanks to
the dedication of Mr. Denis Lebel, nephew of Sr.
Christine, who reserved places for us, the number of
which was limited. He and Mr. Clément Bélanger
accompanied and led us while respecting the rules of
social distancing.

Here is an excerpt of the Letter:
«…the oldest among us will remember this
expression that was attached to monastic
Communities by saying that they were
«spiritual lightning rods…» The Servants of the
Blessed Sacrament have been these lighting
rods by their prayers and by opening their
convent to welcome people, offering them a
break in their lives, while allowing them to
rejuvenate themselves spiritually, far from the
turmoil and hassle of everyday life.

April 28 - In the chapel of the Saint-Augustin
Monastery of the General Hospital of Quebec, the
funeral of Sister Colette Levasseur took place, in the
presence of the ashes,. The funeral was presided over
by Mr. L'Abbé André Lamontagne, chaplain of the
Augustines de la Miséricorde of Jesus; after which
the ashes were buried in Notre-Dame -de-Belmont
cemetery, Quebec. A few family members were able
to join us.
May 11 - Our ex-little Sisters Maria Dung T. Kim
Thu and Teresa Do Thi Nogc Trinh were kind enough
to visit us; the meeting took place outside because of
the sanitary guidelines.

Those who have already entered the walls of a
convent discovered from the very first moment
deep peace and tranquillity, promoting
harmony. Anyone who set foot in the chapel on
Rue St-Sacrament in Chicoutimi could find
some peace and light. And this is true for
believers as it is for those who do not share
the same faith in God.

Death - On May 26, 2021 our dear Sister MarieThérèse Dugas had the pain of losing her sister Lucie,
Sister of Saint-Paul de Chartres, of Sainte-Anne-desMonts, who was 87 years old.
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We will never know the full benefits of the
prayer of the Servants of the Blessed
Sacrament, when they present before God the
whole of society and the realities that the
people experience each in their lives. However,
according to the testimonies gathered here and
there, the welcoming attitude, the prayers and
care of these nuns made a big difference in the
lives of many people. This place of prayer has
been for many a source of life.

Covid 19 - The Edmundston region has not been
spared by the Covid-19 pandemic. Our zone changed
from yellow to red squared, to the great confinement
which forced us to close the chapel and the convent
to the public. "We become Recluses of Jesus, living
the Essential of our life of worship."
As Servants of the Blessed Sacrament, we feel
challenged. What do we do?
Together, we decide to live this time of confinement
by giving more time to prayer. During Lent, on
Fridays, in fasting and silence with Jesus in the
desert, we are nourished by the Word of God and the
Eucharist, we seek his Face.

I make myself the spokesperson of our Bishop,
Mgr René Guay, to warmly thank these nuns,
who in his words are true missionaries of the
Eucharist. For the gift of yourselves, your
generosity to serve God in your sisters and
brothers, for your ever fraternal welcome and
your smile that do good to all, THANK YOU! »
( Jean Gagné, priest. Diocesan Communication
manager. December 5th 2020.)

Holy Week, in the privation of celebrations, we unite
with the Church who relives the life of Christ and she
is called even today to follow Christ and to walk her
own path. We beg and intercede with prayer Vigils,
asking for an end to this pandemic for our brothers
and sisters all over the world.

It is with love and gratitude that we also say THANK
YOU to all the sisters who lived, served and worked
in the community of Chicoutimi, from the very first
two sisters who came from France to make the first
foundation in America, to the last sisters who were
originally from Vietnam.

On May 11, we return to the "yellow" phase, and our
joy is inexpressible. The chapel opens
again and the joy is palpable. The Choir sings
"Hallelujah", which for a long time was withheld and
the adorers return with more fervor.

Year of St Joseph - proclaimed by Pope Francis

Spring days herald a most enjoyable summer with its
parade of wonder and beauty. Blessed are you Lord!

St Joseph is given to us to be our model and our
source of inspiration. He is the Protector of the
Universal Church and our patron saint here in
Canada. Let us turn to him for help in meeting the
immense challenge of building community in the
Church and in society.

We want to share with you some Good News: S.
Dolorès Soucy, from Sherbrooke is getting ready to
join us very soon. When she arrives, after the
compulsory confinement of 14 days, she will be part
of the Community, sharing the joy of living together
the Eucharistic mission.

In his apostolic letter on Saint Joseph, Patris Corde,
the Holy Father reminds us that Joseph was a helpful
man, who knew the meaning of sacrifice and who put
himself at the service of the Messiah to protect him
and help him to grow. “Just as the Lord had done
with Israel,” writes Pope Francis, “he taught Jesus
to walk, holding him by the hand: to him he was like
a father who lifts his baby up against his cheek, he
leaned towards him to feed him." God chose to work
with the weak, as he did with Joseph and as he does
with us, as we place ourselves at the service of the
Messiah to help communities rise up and walk
forward!

In the garden, the Colombarium is taking shape. It
will be really beautiful, and it is called "The Flight",
with names like La Colombe, le Cardinal, le Colibri
etc. We are happy about it.
We wish all our sisters a beautiful summer season.
In communion of prayers and friendship, in the Heart
of our God and Father in whom we place all our trust.

Your sisters from Edmundston, NB
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Paris
For a century, the inhabitants of the district and many faithful have come to the Chapel to lay down their burdens
and that of their brothers, to implore grace… to recharge their batteries with the One who is present in the Blessed
Sacrament exposed. It is in this sense that the community of Paris tends to fully live its mission despite
confinement, further re-confinement, constraints, and isolation: those of society and of the community itself. All
this can give us the opportunity to renew our enthusiasm for life: "Everything for the service of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament".
Easter vigil (at 6.30 a.m. - Easter day)
Lent was over. In the presence of many faithful, we
celebrated the Easter Vigil which began with the lighting of
the Easter fire in our garden. Christ gave us 40 days of
fasting and penance during Lent, and whether we lived it
fervently or not, did not prevent us from welcoming this
great joy: Jesus is risen! He really came back to life ! He
comes to us in our humble and poor humanity. Jesus
appeared to women and men who were afraid, to disciples
who denied him ... So let this wonder shine in us and
rejoice with this grace full of hope: Jesus has conquered
death, He is risen!
Departure of Father Duvillaret
Since 1966, the pastoral care of the Chapel had been entrusted to the Fathers of the Congregation of the Blessed
Sacrament and up until now the community of Paris has always lived in close collaboration with the Fathers of the
Blessed Sacrament for its mission in the diocese of Paris.
After 25 years of service, of total self-giving to the Chapel and to the community, Father Duvillaret left us because
of his health, to join his confreres in the community of Friedland. The community and the faithful have a lot of
gratitude towards him.
Work and discovery at the Notre Dame de Lourdes cave in our
garden
The Chapel and the convent were blessed on June 28, 1900 and
placed under the name of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. The
first years were marked by many difficulties, but thanks to the
devotion of the faithful, the cenacle was saved, as evidenced by exvoto inside the grotto of Lourdes erected in the garden in 1910. The
community is committed by vow to come each year on the 1st
Sunday of the Rosary to sing the Magnificat.
This year, while the tenants' corridor and the facade on the garden
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side are under construction, the cave itself has been renovated. On April 20, 2021, the workers removed the statue
of Our Lady of Lourdes so it could be restored. It was then that they found an envelope underneath the statue,
intended to stay there, containing the prayer written by Sister Marie-Euphrasie. We received this text with great
emotion and this text revived in each of us the awareness of seriously continuing the mission in this place,
following our elder sisters who were very devoted, faithful to the motto: “All for the better service of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament”.
Corpus Christi is approaching. May the example of Father Eymard and Mother Marguerite help us to move
forward in the joy of faith for the glory of God and the salvation of the world.

Facade work on the garden side in progress

Tenants’ corridor before the renovation

On-going renovation of the Tenants’ corridor

To see more, please click the following links:
https://www.ndsaintsacrement.org/
https://youtu.be/TAiB6ubJbzI

Sr. Monica, Regional superior
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Since the start of the year, we have been dealing with the pandemic. The Province is going through some
difficulties on a human level because of illnesses, accidents and aging, but we are also happy to have a candidate
among us.
In Juiz de Fora, Sr. Maria Célia’s memory is deteriorating and so are her behavior problems. She was admitted to a
nursing facility. Sr. Mariana fell and fractured the head of her femur. She underwent surgery to implant a
prosthesis and also went afterwards to the same facility.
In Belo Horizonte. we made improvements in the infirmary to facilitate the care of the sisters who are in
wheelchairs. The difficulties were many but the result is worth it.
Our project with the Blessed Sacrament Fathers in relation to the Cenacle of Juiz de Fora is still ongoing. On June
4th we will have another meeting, this time here in Belo Horizonte.
We wait until June 15th when Sr. Udesira will visit Juiz de Fora to bring Sr. Maria Célia.
Our festive celebrations were all solemnly celebrated whenever possible.
On May 13, we honored Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament with a very rich celebration, and we praise her
presence as a mother and model of adorers.
At Pentecost, we decorated the pascal Candle, as a supplication to the
Holy Spirit to send us his seven gifts. The priest made the solemn prayer
to put out the light of the
Pascal Candle.
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On May 28, during the Eucharistic Week at the Sanctuary of Adoration, administered by the SSS priests, at the
invitation of the organizing committee, Sr Udesira, Sr Abgair and the postulant Conceiçao led the solemn
adoration. The theme of the Week for meditation is "he made into one what was divided… " Eph. 2.14, as well as
the Gospel of Luke 7,11-17 (Widow of Nain) where a crowd which is sad because of death meets a crowd happy
for the life that is Jesus and they come together in great praise.
For Corpus Christi, a beautiful altar with ornaments at the entrance to the chapel has lready been designed, where
the priest will pass with the Blessed Sacrament to go out to the street to give the blessing.
And so, between joy and pain, we walk towards the promised land where milk and honey truly flow.
Greetings from the sisters of Brazil

House of Waterville
Like all of you, so the first months of this year was spent observing the protocol of the Center for Disease Control.
Masks, distancing, hand washing, vaccinations and prayers for victims: all these things became part of daily life.
We thank God that none of us have been affected by the coronavirus. At this writing all the sisters have now had
their vaccinations.
Our chaplain’s health has not been good and so we had to find a substitute for mass or have only a communion
service. He was ill even during Holy week. Some of the sisters went to the parish for Holy Thursday. Our
confessor FR. Frank Morin came when he was able.
Our two new sisters have had to develop their language skills at home and they are doing vey well. Thay are also
learning english hymns and help Sr. Kay Kay with the music accompaniments in the chpael. A trio of organists.
We are lucky, are we not?
The major event in this period was the death of Sr. Noreen. She had been home from the nursing home since
October and seemed to be doing well. However a sudden fall during Holy Week revealed that her problems were
multiple and the doctor was not able to counteract her infections. We prayed with her at the hospital for most of the
time she did not seem to be conscious.
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She died Easter Week. Her family came from distant parts of the country for her private funeral and burial.
However, we received numerous sympathy cards, donations and mass prayers (from more than 40 friends of the
community.)
On May 24 Sr. Josephine celebrated her Diamond jubilee. She had made a private retreat at home previously. It
was a very happy occasion for the whole community.

During these last two months we have been actively searching for a new cook as Caroline our week- day cook has
decided to retire. We were not able to find one. One of our past cooks has come a few days a week. She was happy
for it and so are we. One the other day the young sisters have decided to take turns. We have an international menu.
Sr. Catherine Marie is thanking God because she has found a lay person to help her with our library. WE plan to
put the catalogue on internet and make our library available to lay readers from the parish.
I don’t want to bore you with stories about our woodchucks. However it is worthy of note that we have spotted 9
baby woodchucks born on our property!!!. Our grounds keeper has trapped one of them and the others have
disappeared, but some of our lettuce has also disappeared…

Since our last SSS.Com we have lost Sr Mary Kelly.
Mary had been in aged care since the end of August
last year, but became quite ill in early March this
year. She had been suffering from several ailments,
and she quietly let go of this life on March 16th. I had
been with her until about half an hour before she
died. It was a relief to know that she was now with
God in that new way we shall all be, and that her
suffering was over. We owed so much to Mary’s
niece, Therese and her husband, Andrew. They had
been visiting her when I was not able to, due to Covid
restrictions as to how far we could travel, and had

Australasian Contribution to the SSS.Com May 2021
Greetings to all our Sisters all over the globe. It is
good to make contact with everyone again.
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seen to many of her needs. They also helped a great
deal with Mary’s funeral.

the present moment is sacred...knowing that, would
we want to be anywhere else other than in the
moment, the only place we can encounter the Divine
and the only place where we can be present to our
suffering sisters and brothers.

So now there are only Marie and me, Marian, left in
the Congregation in this part of the world. It is a
completely new situation and does feel a little
strange. We are making the path by walking on it.
Healthwise we are both quite good, and we are
grateful for everything in our lives. We are especially
grateful to our family and friends and of course to the
Blessed Sacrament Business Office for all that they
do for us. We are lucky that in Australia and New
Zealand the pandemic is not having a huge impact on
our lives. We are getting our vaccinations and
trusting that we shall be safe from the virus. Churches
and schools and businesses are all open in our 2
countries – and I am getting used to using a “QR
Code” every time I go to our local Church or Chapel.

I will be present to my Eucharistic community
throughout the world on our Feast of Corpus Christi.

Marie Grunke SSS

We are both content to live quiet, contemplative
lives. I am blessed to have been introduced to an
experienced Centring Prayer group that meets on a
Tuesday morning. There is such a sense of deep quiet
prayer in the group of all lay-people, and I feel quite
at home. So Marie and I go on, open to whatever God
is leading each of us into, and with a great sense of
trust. We are grateful to the Congregation for all it
gives us, and we are very aware of being Presence
and Christ-consciousness in our environments. Every
joy to each of you, our Sisters.

And Marie writes:
I am aware that we are between the Feast of
Pentecost and Corpus Christi, two major feasts close
to the heart of our Founder, St Peter Julian Eymard.
"Presence for presence, love for love" is an enduring
insight I picked up from the writings of Eymard over
the years. And much to my amazement, how to be
present in the moment is being recognized in the
popular media (You Tube) as the pathway to mental
health and to addressing the many ills of the 21st
century. (See Eckhard Tolle ) .. So what did Eymard
know back then that has taken us more than 200
years to discover? I believe he discovered the power
of love in his personal life and we can only
experience this power in the present moment. And
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Preparation for the Provincial Chapter 2021
On January 16, 2021, the Novaliches Community had their first Local Chapter to prepare for the coming 5 th
Provincial chapter. They gathered to elect the delegate of the community and to discuss their proposals,
corrections and amendments for the Provincial Statutes. Sr. Elisabeth Federico was elected delegate while Sr.
Maria Lourdes Alcaraz was elected substitute. Pueblo and Davao Communities combined and chose Sr. Peregrina
Gumapon as their delegate
Sr. Maria Fe made her last visit as provincial to the three communities of the Province: Virtual visits in Davao
(February 23 – 24, 2021) and Pueblo (March 9 – 11, 2021) and in Novaliches (March 1 – 4, 2021).
Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis announced a Year of St. Joseph in honor of the 150th anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as
patron of the universal Church through his Apostolica letter “Partis Corde”. This celebration began on Dec. 8,
2020, and concludes on Dec. 8, 2021, according to a decree authorized by the pope. In the Philippines, the
Archdiocese of Manila recently launched the celebration of the Year of Saint Joseph in the light of this
declaration.
For their part, the sisters of the three communities celebrate
through the communal recitation of the prayer composed by
Pope Francis which began last January 19 and will end on
December 8, 2021. On March 10 – 18, in preparation for the
feast of St. Joseph, they held a Novena of masses from
March 10-18. Since the Feast fell on a Friday, the sisters of
Novaliches were able to celebrate it with the laity. The
chapel opened again for Sunday Masses on February 7 but
had to close again on March 21 due to the increasing number
of Covid 19 cases and its variants in the different parts of
Quezon City.
The sisters were blessed to celebrate the Holy Week this
year despite the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ).Fr. Joel Lasutaz, SSS came for the Paschal Triduum
celebration as well as the Easter Sunday Mass.
On April 25, Sr. Mary Ann Mateo, left the Philippines to go to Pueblo to be part of the Pueblo Community and to
replace Sr. Peregrina Gumapon who left Pueblo last April 24 for a new assignment and to attend the Provincial
Chapter. Sr. Edith Bula and Sr. Rowena left Davao on April 26 and arrived in Novaliches Community in time for
the preparation of the Annual Retreat and the 5th Provincial Chapter. The three sisters followed the protocol of
quarantine before joining the sisters in community. However, Sr. Peregrina, who was quarantined in hotel for 7
days, tested positive for the virus and had to extend her isolation for another 10 days. She was not able to attend the
Chapter and was replaced by Sr. Maria Catherine Fernandez.
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Provincial Retreat and Chapter 2021
The Sisters had their joint Annual Retreat from May 4
to May 8 with Sr. Rowena J. Pineda, Medical Mission
Sisters Unit Coordinator as Retreat Facilitator. She was
the chapter animator at the same time. The general theme
of the retreat was “ Walking Jesus’ Way … Re –

capturing the FIRE through the Emmaus
journey.” Each day of the retreat, the sisters had

different themes to reflect on in connection with the
theme of the Provincial Chapter: Walking as
disciples; Welcoming a stranger, a different
perspective; Hospitality, embodied way to encounter
Jesus in communion, in community; The disciples restart with new eyes; and aflamed with Easter, the
disciples are never the same again.

After the
retreat was the 5th Provincial Chapter which was held from May 10 –
15, 2021. Due to the pandemic, some speakers who could not be
present made their sharing via zoom (the inspirational talk by His
Excellency, Most Reverend Sofronio Bancud, SSS, DD, Bishop of
the Diocese of Cabanatuan, Sr. Fe Manalo, Superior General
speaking on the present state of the Congregation of the Servants of
the Blessed Sacrament and Sr. Niceta Vargas, OSA. Two other
speakers, Fr. Mike Garcia, sss and Fr. Marc Bryan Adona, SSS were
able to come. All the sisters were present for all the conferences,
including the sisters in Pueblo who made it possible for us to have the
zoom connection.
On May 13, the Feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, the
Sisters celebrated the Eucharist with His Excellency Most Reverend
Roberto O. Gaa, DD, Bishop of the Diocese of Novaliches as the Main
Celebrant. It was a mass of thanksgiving for the newly elected
Provincial superior and Council: Sr. Edith Bula, the Provincial
Superior; Sr. Rowena Veloz, 1st Provincial Assistant and Sr. Maria
Cristina Nicolas, 2nd Assistant.
The entire Province also expressed their heartfelt gratitude and thanks
to Sr. Maria Fe Magbanua, outgoing Provincial Superior, for sharing
her gifts to all especially at this time of pandemic.
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May 16, 2021 was a double celebration for the Province of Mo.
Marguerite: thanksgiving for the just-concluded 5th Provincial
Chapter and the celebration of the 25th Anniversary of
Profession of Sr. Rowena Veloz. Fr. Roel dela Cruz.
Provincial Superior was the main celebrant with Fathers Rey,
Alde, Bryan, Mark Divine, Joel,
Renoir, Bong, and Welwel (all SSS Fathers) as
concelebrating priests. Agape followed with some SSS
Fathers and Brothers as guests, strictly following the
protocols that this pandemic required.
After the culmination of the 5th Provincial Chapter, on May 17
18, the community went for an overnight outing to the Green
House Resort at Magalang, Pampanga for rest and recreation.

We thank the Lord for giving us very beautiful celebrations during Holy Week and Easter presided over by the SSS
Fathers.
On April 10 and 11, we had ongoing formation for community superiors and community formation leaders in Binh
Da, animated by Father Joseph Pham Thanh Liem SDB, with the theme: leader and accompaniment. Thanks to his
many years of teaching experience and especially to his experience during several years as the person responsible
for formation, provincial superior and community superior…, he gave us a very multifaceted view of
administrators and trained persons. This inspired the sisters to share the real life situations they had encountered,
and from there he analyzed them for a better and deeper understanding.
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On April 24, all the young sisters in formation went
to Vung Tau. They numbered 75 people, who went
very early to attend morning mass at Bai Dau in the
chapel of the Redemptorist Fathers. After that, they
had fun, bathed in the sea and they also had time for
adoration at the Eucharistic adoration center in Bai
Dau. In the afternoon, on the way back, they visited
the Chu Hai and Hien Hoa communities and the
young people felt the love and care of the sisters in
the communities by their warm welcome and the
delicious food prepared.

On the same day, 60 members of the Aggregation of
the Blessed Sacrament made their commitment in the
Diocese of Long Xuyen. Those who attended the ceremony were Sister Anna Diem, Sister Anna Luyen and Sister
Maria Xuan.

From May 1 to 3, the Aspirants had a retreat,
preached by Father Paul Nguyen Thanh Quang
SSS. They had very emotional feelings which
are written on the Website of the province.

May 13, 2021, Feast of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament, patron saint of the province
of Vietnam. The whole Province made 3 days
of prayer to honor Our Lady in order to learn to
imitate her virtues and live according to her
example in the Cenacle. Especially on that day
there were 5 young people who started their
postulancy. They were chosen from among the
wise virgins with lamps and oil ready to meet the
Bridegroom. We pray to God for them to take the
first steps in their more solid religious life. And
remind them to keep their lamp burning
indefinitely.

May 29, The celebration for the profession of ten
sisters who made their first vows and for the six
sisters who made their perpetual vows took place
this year in a very calm but dignified atmosphere.
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Because the pandemic is spreading, the parents of the sisters could not come, nor the sisters from other
communities, nor the guests, except our bishop, the SSS father - provincial assistant and the SSS father superior
of the Hai Duong community and the Abbot of this area. We have reduced outdoor activities, but we go deeper in
the inside, like the opening words of the celebrant Bishop John: to lessen the guests… but not the love. This feast
has truly entered into the history of the Province, and especially into the heart of each new professed. They had a
very intimate experience and the essential experience and choice in religious life: “Seek God, not vanity,
delusion… the works of God”.

We have planned that five postulants will enter the novitiate on June 6, Corpus Christi Day. These young people
are currently in retreat in the community of Tan Cang to prepare themselves. May everything will take place in
peace.
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The pandemic situation in Italy is improving but it is not entirely safe for international travelers.
Regarding our sisters, all have received vaccines.
For some of them who are still able, they join the spiriutal activities of the community : Divine office, adoration,
monthly recollections and annual retreat.
On the occasion of her 60th anniversary of Religious profession fo Sr. Rafaella will join the other jubilarians of the
Sister-adorers for their celebration on the solemn feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Sr. Maria Possamai suffered a stroke and was in coma since. Because of her condition, she will be placed in
another nursing facility provided by the state.
We keep them in our prayers.

January: Ministry of natural healing through massage
The community in Africa started this ministry in January, and between
March and April. The massage is natural, without use of drugs, and saves
many lives. The team is made up of three sisters: Sr. Christiane, who is in
charge of the reception, welcomes the sick with her smile easing their
suffering; Sister Tuyet Mai, who is the primary in-charge of the massage;
and Sister Thu Hong.
They treat the following diseases: stomach ache, hypertension, paralysis,
correction of joints, abdominal problems, spinal column problems .....
Many were able to walk again and were healed. It is God’s wondrous work.
At the end of April, a solemn Eucharistic celebration as an act of
thanksgiving was held, followed by a conference and snacks in our
Community. This is the mystery of the Eucharist that we adore.
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April 1: Holy Thursday:
On Holy Thursday, the Vicar General came to celebrate with us the Supper of
the Lord together with the couple, Raphael and Charlotte, and our aspirants.
The celebration was well prepared and the sisters sang like angels. A
successful and joyful day followed by a festive meal ...
April 25: The community of Congo welcomed with joy an aspirant on the
very day of the World Day of Vocations. Her name is Jeannette. Please, pray
for her.

May 15: Day of the funeral of the father of Sr. Thu Hong who died in Viet
Nam.
The Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament held a meeting for their on-going
formation, which was led by Father Joachim, parish priest of St. Rita. Then,
Sister Christiane who replaced the superior, presided at their meeting together with Mr. Raphael. It was a
successful day.
May 21: Our community received two communities, the Sisters of Saint Joseph de Cluny and the Blessed
Sacrament community, who expressed their sympathy on the occasion of the death of the Superior's father, in an
atmosphere of silence - no ringing of bells and prayer rites until his burial.
May 23-28: The Vietnamese Sisters' retreat in May - During their retreat the two Sisters Urtelle and Christiane
were responsible for monitoring the community, including Jeannette. We did what is necessary, including tinkering
with Vietnamese recipes Oh! In the end there were a lot of teasing! Joy oh! holy Joy......
Their way of singing in Vietnamese made you want to listen to them and it is really prayerful. When we render
service with joy, we no longer feel tiredness. Yes! It was well spent.
Finally on June 1 to 4, a sister of Saint Mary Magdalene who came from Kinkala was with us. She told us that our
community is very alive and joy reigns. It is the fruit of the Eucharist, a sign of the servants.

18

